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Road repairs require new sources of funding 
Increasing the fees at the DMV is a fair way to fix the highways  
 
For nearly a quarter of a century, West Virginia has had a pay-as-you-go approach to road-building. The 
state built and repaired roads with gasoline taxes and earmarks from Washington. 
 
But the advent of more efficient cars and the Great Recession have cut gasoline tax revenues, and the 
nightmarish deficits piled up in Washington have ended  the delusion that federal funds are "free." 
 
The state, though, may have found a way to collect $40 million a year by raising the fees charged by the 
Division of Motor Vehicles. The state has not raised some of these fees since the 1950s. 
 
If the measure passes: 
 
* A driver's license would cost $33, up from $13. 
 
* Annual registration of vehicles weighing less than two tons would cost $40, up from $30. 
 
* Annual registration of a vehicle weighing more than two tons would cost $60. 
 
No one likes paying higher fees, but these seem reasonable. Annual registration in neighboring states 
ranges from $21 a year in Kentucky to $64 in Maryland. 
 
And after all, no one likes driving on potholed roads and bridges that should have been replaced years 
ago. 
 
"Our Division of Highways employees are doing the best job they can with money that's available," 
Deputy DMV Commissioner Steven Dale told WSAZ. 
 
"But they're looking at about a $700 million shortfall in just maintaining the roads the way they are right 
now. The Division of Highways is really behind the eight ball as far as funding just basic road 
improvement." 
 
Getting out from behind that eight-ball requires more money. The gasoline tax seems to be tapped out.  
 
Drivers in West Virginia pay more than 50 cents a gallon in state and federal taxes. 
 
Legislation to raise DMV fees has met no public opposition, and the approach would allow the state to 
tackle secondary roads and small bridges. 
 
In that light, West Virginians may be supportive of an increase in DMV fees. 
 


