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Young Contractors Lead Successful
Community Project at Kanawha State Forest
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On the cover
Members of the CAWV Young Contractors
Forum (YCF) led a successful project in
restoring the Spotted Salamander Trail at
Kanawha State Forest. CAWV members
met on Friday, September 9, to install
posts and guide ropes to complete a major makeover of the trail, which is designed
for wheelchair-bound, blind and disabled
visitors. West Virginia Paving, Inc. had
already paved the parking lot and made
asphalt repairs to the trail. To read more
about the YCF’s trail renovation project,
see page 6. Cover photos by Jennifer Bauman and Cassidy Webb.

The Contractors Association of West Virginia is a nonprofit trade organization representing the building,
highway, heavy and utility contracting industries in West Virginia. Its services include establishment of a close
working liaison with state and federal agencies; worthwhile educational and informational programs; the
regular dissemination of pertinent information to its members; strong legislative and media relations; as well as
all other activities deemed necessary and proper to promote the general welfare of the construction industry.
The CAWV is a certified chapter of the Associated General Contractors of America and the American Road
and Transportation Builders Association.
West Virginia Construction News, the official publication of the CAWV since 1937, is published bimonthly.
Advertising and editorial deadlines are on the first of the month preceding the month of publication. Material
may be reprinted only with the permission of the editor. Advertising and editorial offices are at 2114 Kanawha
Boulevard, East, Charleston, WV 25311, Telephone (304) 342-1166, Fax (304) 342-1074, Web Site www.
cawv.org, Email cawv@cawv.org. Yearly subscription rate to CAWV members, $7; non-members, $8; single
copies, $1.50.
MICHAEL L. CLOWSER
EDITOR
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RESTORED

at Kanawha State Forest

Members of the CAWV Young Contractors Forum led a successful project in restoring the Spotted Salamander Trail
at Kanawha State Forest. CAWV members met on Friday, September 9, to install posts and guide ropes to complete
a major makeover of the trail, which was designed for wheelchair-bound, blind and disabled visitors. West Virginia
Paving, Inc. paved the parking lot and made asphalt repairs to the trail.
The Spotted Salamander Trail, located inside Kanawha State Forest
(KSF), recently underwent major repairs and upgrades. The trail was
named in honor of the large, though
seldom-seen, salamander species
that has established a breeding population in a seasonal pool the trail
passes.
The 30-year-old, quarter-mile loop
trail is wheelchair accessible and
was the first of its kind in the region.
Opening in 1987, the paved walkway
was equipped with steel cable that
trailed the path, making it easier for
seeing-impaired visitors to stay on
the pathway. The trail also featured
braille interpretive signage to better
engage visually-impaired guests.
In the December 1987 issue of Won6

September / October 2016

derful West Virginia magazine, an
article by Joy Catsos was published
on the trail’s opening and how it
was designed for the elderly, wheelchair-bound, blind, disabled or those
that have health issues. (See page 10
for the article.)

Contractors Forum (YCF) decided to
take on the community project. The
project was led by YCF Chairman
Josh Booth of Highway Safety, Inc.,
Huntington, and consisted of installing new wooden posts and guide
rope along the trail.

Through the years, however, the interpretive signs became severely damaged and the connecting cables disintegrated. Flooding in 2003 caused
the asphalt sidewalk to buckle, bridges were washed out, wooden posts
and benches began to rot and the
mud-pitted parking lot cracked and
held water. The trail became less than
user-friendly for those using wheelchairs or walkers.

CAWV member firm 84 Lumber provided the posts and guide rope at a
discounted rate and donated the metal caps for the top of the posts.

After being approached by KSF about
restoring the trail, the CAWV Young

“When I was asked to lead the project and help rally volunteers, I wasn’t
surprised when a great number of
people jumped on board,” said YCF
Chairman Booth. “A project like this
one is a great benefit to the community and gives members with different
skills and professions a chance to
come together.”

the paving portion of the
project consisted of six
workers, took about eight
hours to complete and
used approximately 126
tons of asphalt. The lot required grading, the removal
of excess stone, the laying
of a base course and then
an overlay of asphalt. West
Virginia Paving, Inc. provided the grader, paver, roller
After many years the interpretive signs along the trail be- and dump trucks. The park
provided the backhoe.
came severely damaged.
“The YCF uses events like this to engage both young and experienced professionals. It’s the younger generations
that will be leading the industry and the
organization in the future. That’s what
the CAWV is trying to do - engage
young professionals and tap into their
leadership qualities,” Booth stated.
“I was very humbled by the response
and willingness of members and colleagues to help or contribute,” Booth
said. “What was meant to be a two-day
project turned into a one-day project.
The hard work and support from our
members was overwhelming.”
In July, West Virginia Paving, Inc. of
Dunbar became involved in the project.
They decided to resurface the parking
lot and patch unpaved, buckled and
washed-out portions of the trail. They
also replaced the culvert in the lot. All
materials, labor and equipment were
donated by the local paving company.
Chet Rodabaugh, operations manager at West Virginia Paving, Inc., said

“It had been a long time since the trail
had been paved. It was overgrown
and stumps and roots were coming up
through the walkway. The signs were
gone and post were deteriorating. The
parking lot needed fixed to accommodate those in wheelchairs. This was
something we could do and it pays in
the end to see how it helps those with
disabilities.”
“It makes you feel good seeing the finished product and the benefits it gives
to the people who walk the trail. This
is a project that not only impacts the

The walkway on the trail could not
accommodate larger equipment, so it
required a circular saw to cut out portions of the old trail and remove tree
stumps. A hand roller and wheelbarrow was used to lay the new asphalt.
The culvert in the middle of the lot
was replaced by KSF personnel before the paving portion started. It was
damaged and allowed water to seep
through to a low point in the lot, causing it to hold water.
“West Virginia Paving took great interest and was happy to work on this
project,” said Rodabaugh. “Jennifer
Bauman was out taking pictures and
put a great video together of the process. It made the workers feel good
in their work, like they were part of
something important that made a difference.”
“Our company tries to help out the
community whenever we can and in
different ways, whether it’s with our
time or materials,” Rodabaugh stated.

The mud-pitted parking lot cracked and held water, making it less
than user-friendly for those using wheelchairs or walkers.

The wooden posts and benches were rotting
and needed replaced.

New interpretive signs were recently installed along the trail so guests
can experience and learn about the surrounding habitat.
CONSTRUCTION NEWS 7

The parking lot at the Spotted Salamander Trail required grading,
the removal of excess stone, the laying of a base course and then
an overlay of asphalt. West Virginia Paving, Inc. provided the grader,
paver, roller and dump trucks.

West Virginia Paving, Inc. provided volunteers, materials and equipment to help renovate the trail and parking lot.

Above: The walkway on the trail could not accommodate larger
equipment and required a saw to cut out portions of the old trail and
remove tree stumps. A hand roller and wheelbarrow was used to lay
the new asphalt.
Left: A volunteer from West Virginia Paving, Inc. uses a circular saw
to remove a portion of the old, damaged walkway.

quality of Kanawha State Forest, but
also the lives of those with disabilities
who come to enjoy the outdoors in a
safe environment. That’s what it’s all
about,” said Rodabaugh.
Jennifer Bauman, chair of the Kanawha
State Forest Foundation’s Spotted Salamander Trail Renovation Committee,
approached the CAWV about the project. Bauman has had a lifelong passion
for forestry, as her father was former
Assistant State Forester Alvin C. Allison.
“The Spotted Salamander Trail was
8
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one of my dad’s
favorites,” said
Bauman. “When I
took my 96-yearold mother there
for a hike earlier this year, she was horrified at the
deteriorated condition of the paved
walkway.”
“She was extremely upset at the
amount of damage the trail had sustained over the years,” stated Bauman.
“My mother was one of the first major
contributors to the renovation fund
and motivated me to volunteer as the
coordinator. It was quite the challenge,
but well worth it to make this paved
trail accessible for everyone again.”
“The renovation of the Spotted Salamander Trail would never have hap-

pened without the help of the Contractors Association of West Virginia’s
Young Contractors Forum and the
good folks at West Virginia Paving,”
Bauman said. “Every member of the
Kanawha State Forest Foundation is
extremely grateful.”
The Spotted Salamander Trail Renovation Committee was created to help
spread the word, raise funds and receive donations for the project. The
group has a Facebook page that documents their efforts and has information on how to donate.
Mary Boone, account executive at
Travelers in Charleston, helped place
and install the posts and guide rope
around the entire trail.
This was Boone’s first time volunteer-

December 1987
10
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In the December 1987 issue of Wonderful West Virginia magazine, an article written by Joy Catsos was published on the opening
the Spotted Salamander Trail, the new trail at Kanawha State Forest specifically designed for wheelchair-bound, blind and disabled visitors. On
hand was Mrs. Shelley R. Moore, West Virginia’s First Lady (above right),
along with her daughter, now U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito, and
grandchildren, Moore Capito and Charles Capito.

ing with the CAWV and it was one project that she couldn’t pass up, as she
spent a lot of time in KSF as a child.
“The forest offers so many great ways
for families to spend time together.
While I never knew the name of the
Spotted Salamander Trail, I walked,
ran, and rode my bike on the trail more
times than I can count,” said Boone.
“It always seemed to be where we
started or ended our day
in the forest.”
Boone says that Travelers encourages volunteer and community involvement and this
particular project, being
sponsored by the YCF, was
a good opportunity to meet
other young professionals in
the construction industry.
“Volunteer work is always very
rewarding,” Boone stated. “It is
a great thing to know you can be
part of making a difference simply by sharing your time.”
Kanawha State Forest Superintendent Kevin Dials and several members of his staff assisted in the project.
“We dug nearly 150 holes in the past
two days,” Dials said. “We were for-

The cover of the December 1987 Wonderful
West Virginia magazine showed a photo of
the trail’s namesake, the Spotted Salamander, a large, though seldom-seen, species
that has established a breeding population
in a seasonal pool the trail passes.
CONSTRUCTION NEWS 11

Aaron Bowles with 84 Lumber, Mary Boone of Travelers, along with
other YCF volunteers, worked together to restore the trail.

The trail renovation project consisted of installing nearly 150 new
wooden posts and guide rope along the trail.

Kanawha State Forest Superintendent Kevin Dials (left), along with a
KSF maintenance worker, used a power augur to dig post holes in
the rocky soil.

YCF Chairman Josh Booth of Highway Safety, Inc. of Huntington sets
the new posts along the trail.

to have so many people come together to take part in this project.”
After much needed “TLC,” the trail
project is still ongoing. The shelter, fire
pit and playground at the entrance of
the trail continue to get updated and
new interpretive signs were recently
installed along the trail. Sight-impaired
guests will be able to safely experience
and learn about the surrounding habitat
once signage in braille and 3-D prints
of plant leaves and blossoms are purchased and installed.
On September 14, the Charleston Gazette-Mail wrote an article on the trail
restoration. YCF Chairman Booth told
reporter Rick Steelhammer, “This is a
relevant project that benefits everyone
in the community, and I think that’s why
so many people responded. Also, contractors in my generation are generally
not office people – we like to get outside.”
The YCF, formally known as the Young
12

September / October 2016

Contractors Committee, was created
in 1991 as a means
for the CAWV to inSmiles to Jennifer Bauman, Dustin Fisher, Josh Booth,
volve the younger
Michael Clowser and many others who rebuilt the
generations (which
handicap accessible Spotted Salamander Trail at
Kanawha State Forest – Plus donors American Electric
are now the current
Power, Home Depot, 84 Lumber, and the Contractors
association leaders)
Association of West Virginia that provided funding.
in a way that would
enrich both their
professional
ca- On September 17, Charleston Gazette-Mail featured the trail project
reers, as well as the in the “Smiles of Appreciation” section of the Opinion page.
association. The group was created to
allow the younger generations a chance
to express their ideas and views on issues within their industry. The forum
also provides opportunities to further
their education and network with both
young and senior professionals. Investing in today’s young talent establishes
future leadership needs of the CAWV.
For more information about the YCF,
or to become a YCF member, contact
Cassidy Webb at cwebb@cawv.org.
by Cassidy Webb

About Kanawha State Forest:
Located just seven miles south of Charleston, West Virginia, Kanawha State Forest is in close proximity to the
heavily populated Kanawha Valley and is a recreational
haven. Some of the state’s most popular picnic areas
are here, along with significant hiking, mountain biking,
and cross-country skiing opportunities. Playgrounds attract families during the summer season and the fully
equipped campground is one of the few in the Charleston area.

Volunteers were hard at work completing a two day project in only
one day.

The 9,300-acre forest is noted among
naturalists for its
diverse wildflower
and bird populations. Rich forest
sites provide nesting habitat for many
birds. The forest
offers some of West
Virginia’s best special hikes in winter,
spring and fall.
Visit www.kanawhastateforest.com
for more information.

The YCF hosted Spotted Salamander Trail renovation project was
successful thanks to a great team of volunteers.
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

THE POTENTIAL OF CORRIDOR H
By Robbie Morris

Executive Director
Randolph County Development Authority

14

Cutting through the mountains of
North Central West Virginia, Corridor
H holds the promise of desperately
needed economic development opportunities for the areas it spans. This
section of four-lane highway stretches
130 miles from I-79 at Weston, WV, to
the Virginia border, where it is designed
to travel an additional 13 miles to the
I-81 junction near the I-66 junction at
Front Royal, VA. While great progress
has been made toward its completion
in recent years, it remains the only Appalachian Corridor project left to be
completed in West Virginia.

Supported by the PARC report, the
Appalachian governors at the time felt
it was a top priority to build a modern
highway system to foster economic
development in the region. As a result,
Congress authorized the construction of the Appalachian Development
Highway System (ADHS) in the Appalachian Regional Development Act of
1965. The ADHS was designed to generate economic development in previously isolated areas, supplement the
interstate system, connect Appalachia
to the interstate system and provide
access to national markets.

The story of Corridor H began in 1964
when the President’s Appalachian Regional Commission (PARC) reported
to Congress that economic growth in
Appalachia would not be possible until the region’s isolation could be addressed. Because the cost of building
highways through the mountainous
terrain was high, the region had never been served by an adequate road
system. At the time, the infrastructure in place was a network of narrow,
winding, two-lane roads that snaked
through the slender stream valleys or
over mountaintops. Travel was slow
and potentially dangerous for drivers.
The nation’s interstate highway system
had largely bypassed the Appalachian
region because it wasn’t cost-effective
to trudge through the region’s rugged
terrain. Because it lacked a modern
transportation system, the region was
losing out on billions of dollars in economic development.

In West Virginia, six Appalachian highways were developed as part of the
ADHS: Corridor D, which is Route
50 from Clarksburg through Parkersburg; Corridor E, which has become
I-68; Corridor G, which is US 119 from
Charleston to Pikeville, KY; Corridor
L, which is Route 19 from Beckley to
I-79 passing through Summersville;
Corridor Q, which incorporates highways 52, 19 and 460 in Southern West
Virginia, and Corridor H. Of these, only
Corridor H remains unfinished.
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Construction of Corridor H in West
Virginia began slowly in the 1970s but
saw significant progress in the 1990s
and again over the last 10 years. According to a September 2013 report
from the Appalachian Regional Commission, the Virginia Department of
Transportation expects their section of
Corridor H to be completed by September 2026, and West Virginia’s sec-

tion is scheduled to be completed by
2036-2042. As the years tick by, so do
the missed economic opportunities
that would enrich the state.
A 2013 economic impact study found
that finishing Corridor H by 2020 would
result in an additional $1.25 billion in
economic output when compared
with the 2036 completion date. This
difference can be explained by the
decrease of transportation costs from
creating a more direct route along the
path of Corridor H to I-81 and I-66 at
Front Royal, VA, and by the increase in
business investment from opening up
the state to global markets via a route
to the port at Norfolk. The study also
shows that a 2020 completion date
would allow for an increase of $360
million in wages and an increase of
around 534 jobs annually.
By completing Corridor H in this timeframe, the state would see a significant increase in economic output, but
especially in the manufacturing, transportation and construction industries.
Manufacturing alone would increase
by $275 million between 2020-2036
with transportation and warehousing
increasing by an estimated $219 million following the construction of Corridor H during that period.
Tourism could also expect a growth
spurt in the region that would benefit from the completion of Corridor H.
This highway could further open more
east coast markets to some of the

could be addressed. Because the cost of
building highways through the mountainous

the region. As a result, Congress authorized the construction of the Appalachian

finest skiing in the entire region, and
whitewater rafters could easily reach
remote destinations with Class IV and
Class V rapids, which would help the
state’s tourism industry.
The use of public-private partnerships
(PPP) has given new life to the project.
In 2008, the West Virginia Legislature
passed the Public-Private Transportation Facilities Act, which gave way for
PPPs to change the way governments
repair and construct roads by allowing
state agencies to join forces with the
business sector. The act allows the
West Virginia Division of Highways to
partner with a private company on the
design and construction of otherwise
public transportation facilities.
In November 2015, when a newly
completed section of Corridor H was
celebrated by a ribbon cutting near the
Tucker/Grant county line, Tom Smith,
West Virginia Division administrator for
the Federal Highways Administration,
noted the importance of PPPs and
their role in the completion of Corridor
H. “The continued use of public-private partnerships to fund this roadway

Corrid
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H rem
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The west-bound lane of Corridor H approaching Davis, WV, nears completion.

is critical, as is the impending passing
of a federal long-term highway bill,
which is really good news for projects
in West Virginia,” he said.
In October, West Virginia awarded a
7.5- mile stretch for engineering and
construction that will connect Kerens
to the 219 Connector. The next section
of Corridor H to open will be at Davis,
WV. Once this section is complete,
travelers will be able to go from Davis
to Wardensville without stopping. That
will leave the following segments to be

contracted: approximately an 8-mile
section on to Parsons, a 9.2-mile section from Parsons to Davis and a 6.8mile section from Wardensville to the
Virginia state line. With each passing
mile, Corridor H is closer to completion, bringing with it the potential for
much needed economic opportunity
for the Mountain State.
Article reprinted with permission from
the summer 2016 issue of West Virginia Executive magazine.
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THE WEST VIRGINIA CHANGE AGENDA

IS NOW

by Marty Becker

Marty Becker is chairman of the Board of Directors of QBE Insurance Group as well as West
Virginia Media Holdings. This commentary summarizes the comments he made in August during
a panel at The West Virginia Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Meeting and Business Summit.
Written for West Virginia Construction News magazine, this article was also published in the
September 30, 2016 issue of The State Journal.
Believe it or not, there is good news
in West Virginia right now. It may not
be uniform throughout our state, but
there is no denying West Virginia is
in economic crisis, and our collective
backs are against the wall.
It is creating a real sense of urgency,
and we need to use this as an opportunity to accelerate change. As one
politician famously said, “We don’t
want to let a good crisis go to waste!”
State tax revenue estimates have
been reduced each year for the last
four years; actual collections have
been less than projections. These
are direct indicators of our economic
health and direction.
16
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More than ever before, West Virginia
is on the cusp of change that is going to result in a new West Virginia
economy.

coal, West Virginia is forced to diversify its economic base. It is a real opportunity that ultimately will be good
news for our state and its citizens.

The 1980s and 1990s saw the decline of our historic manufacturing
industries in steel, chemicals and
glass. There was much discussion of
the need for West Virginia’s economy
to diversify, but the focus was limited
— we still had energy. Both coal and
natural gas provided enough, so real
intellectual investment in diversification was not prioritized.

Many of us have engaged in panels
or conversations that recognize we
need to create jobs and change our
economy; however most of those
panels struggle to come up with an
action plan of what to do next. We
speak in generalities. We wait on that
“Big Idea” or our “leaders,” whether
elected or otherwise, to “show us the
way.”

Today, with the decline of our carbon energy industries and limited
prospects for meaningful recovery in

Here is the hard truth: No one is going
to do this for us. And there is no single action or event that will address

all our needs. It must come from the
culmination of many individual actions. Sometimes it is, “What we can
do?” Sometimes it will be, “What
can we stop doing?” Are parts of our
regulatory structure too burdensome
to make us attractive? What are the
tradeoffs to less regulation and the
opportunity for economic growth?
But here is the good news: There are
many actions we can take today. The
more urgency we give this now, the
more momentum we will have in the
future.

force is employed in some form of
government. My impression is this is
higher than most states. These workers have an incredible amount of
knowledge and intellectual wisdom
about West Virginia.
We need every sector of government
to develop a plan for what it can do
to help facilitate private sector job
creation — all departments, not just
the Department of Commerce and its
efforts at business relocations.
Need some examples?

I have a list of changes that could
begin immediately if I had a magic
wand to compel our leaders to take
action:
1. We need a Collective Strategic
Focus! We need to get everyone in
government, at all levels, to agree:
the most important issue facing
West Virginia is private sector job
creation. This is what generates
new tax revenue and allows our
populations to once again grow.
More than 40 percent of our work-

•
Agriculture can assist with the
exploding popularity of farm-to-table
products and organic farming.
•
Tourism has an incredible opportunity with Corridor H for planned
tourism, economic development
and a desirable location for second
homes and retirement communities.
•
Our State Treasurer’s and Auditor’s offices can attract the financial
services industry and its back offices. We don’t need acres of flat land

Marty Becker is chairman of the Board of Directors of QBE Insurance Groups and West
Virginia Media Holdings.

for these industries.
Obviously this list can go on and on.
The key here is strategic focus and
collective energy around a common
goal. We need to align the focus of
state, county and city governments
to private sector job creation. Private
sector jobs are the only way to stop
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this economic decline, and this is
something we can implement today.
2. Our economic crisis and the
accompanying strain on tax revenues give us an opportunity to look
at our state differently. We have
long discussed having too many
counties, too many boards of education, too many independent institutions of higher education and
too many municipalities and layers
of government.
This is the perfect time to look at
where we can consolidate and get
as good or better services for less
cost. If this were your business that
is exactly what you would be doing.
We need to be thoughtful about transitions and create safety nets where
appropriate. However, without question, if we were creating West Virginia
today, we wouldn’t have 55 counties
for 1.8 million people — California
has 55 counties for more than 36 million people.
This won’t happen by itself. Our citizen leadership must press this agenda with the elected leadership. At
the same time, elected leaders can
create incentives to help make this
happen.
This opportunity is best pursued in a
time of crisis and change. We don’t
want to miss this window to design
our state for the next century rather
than the last.
3. We have a readily available talent
pool to help us look at West Virginia’s economy of tomorrow. Why
not engage our students at our
colleges and universities to help
give their perspective for regional
economic development plans?
These students are bright; they have
fresh eyes. They know what tomorrow’s citizens most value. Education
today is about gaining practical work
experience while earning a degree.
Previous strategic planning efforts
have been done, and we should review them for good ideas never acted upon. Most looked at West Virginia as a whole. However, West Virginia
18
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is a state of regions — the Eastern
Panhandle is very different from the
southern coalfields. Strategies must
be tailored to what makes sense, given each region’s unique assets and
opportunities.
The hard dollar cost to engage these
students (and faculty) is nominal,
and their output can be part of our
actions.
4. A fourth action that can and
should be pursued near-term includes infrastructure bonds. We
are at an unprecedented time in
our global economy of record low
interest rates. We will unlikely ever
be able to issue bonds at a cost
less than available today.
We have had more than one study
tell us our roads and bridges are in
desperate need of repair. The basic
needs for any economy to grow are
water, sewer and now broadband,
too. If we want to attract new industry to West Virginia while supporting
our existing businesses, we must
have good, basic infrastructure.
The time is now. This work must be
done. We can pay for it now, or we
can pay more to have it done later.
We know both presidential candidates are likely to increase federal infrastructure spending with matching
dollars, and we need to prepare West
Virginia to take maximum advantage
of that funding.
Taking on increased debt is strategic
and never easy. It also has to have
defined revenue streams for repayment. There is no free lunch. But
infrastructure spending will not only
make us more attractive for economic growth, it also will create good
jobs to construct the infrastructure.
A significant bond issue with a proper duration and today’s interest rates
can be supported with dedicated
user fees that remain affordable for
our citizenry and keep us competitive
with our neighbors. I would suggest
no single source of repayment —
rather a basket of gas taxes, license
fees, water/sewer fees and cellphone
usage sales taxes, which would di-

rect the cost to the most direct beneficiaries and keep all these expenses
manageable.
5. Finally, we have all heard daily
about the crippling drug issue in
our state. We know we have the
problem. Can West Virginia help
create an opportunity from this national problem to bring new dollars
and jobs to the state?
Why can’t we be home to one of the
nation’s leading residential centers
for drug treatment and rehabilitation? It is a growth industry that has a
large, lucrative, private-pay population. It is just a thought, but we have
several small, private and public college campuses and rural hospitals
that could serve a new purpose.
There is a common expression: The
greatest deterrent to a drug culture is
a good job. All these action items to
enhance private sector job creation
can be our best long-term solutions.
There are many ideas and solutions
to West Virginia’s challenges. These
are just a few thoughts we can be
acting on today. Our present situation is tough, but it is an incredible
opportunity to reposition our state to
be a better place.
The key is to get us all to start working on the solutions. What can we
each do differently to enhance our
environment for private sector jobs
and make us more attractive to new
citizens? Time is of the essence,
but our collective strength would unquestionably prevail!

Top Ranked in

Construction Law
Every day, across the region, members of the Bowles Rice
Construction Law Team are helping businesses succeed. We have
experience with issues that arise at every phase of construction.
That’s why, in West Virginia, U.S. News & World Report’s Best Law
Firms ranks Bowles Rice in its First Tier for more than 40 practice
areas, including Construction-Litigation.
If you’re looking for a lawyer who understands the construction industry and can help
your business succeed, call us today.

J. Mark Adkins

Scott E. Barnette

Robert L. Bays

Charles R. Hughes

Marc A. Monteleone

Tracey A. Rohrbaugh

Patrick C. Timony

Kenneth E. Webb, Jr.

ANNUAL TECHNICIAN AND INSPECTOR TRAINING COURSES
A Valuable Tool for Highway Professionals
Each winter since the mid 1960’s,
the Contractors Association of West
Virginia (CAWV) and West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) representatives share their knowledge and
expertise at the annual Technician
and Inspector Training courses. These
courses help individuals prepare for
the DOH technician and inspector certification examinations, as well comply
with requirements under their quality
assurance program.
Held at Cedar Lakes Conference Center in Ripley, thousands of individuals
have attended courses in the areas of
Aggregates, Hot Mix Asphalt, Soil and
Aggregate Compaction, Asphalt Field
Technician and Portland Cement Concrete.
Test comparisons have proven that
those persons attending the CAWV /
WVDOH training courses have a higher success rate for passing the exam-
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ination than those who do not attend
the courses. These courses also serve
as excellent “refreshers” for those persons who have previously been certified and desire to keep abreast of current technology in the field.
To enhance the learning experience,
afternoon and evening workshops
are offered at the school that allow
the participants practice test exercises and discuss the results with one
another. This one-on-one interaction
also enables the instructors to further
explain material that the students may
be struggling to understand.
In 2016, 449 people from five different
states attended the week long CAWV/
WVDOH technician and inspector
training courses.
In 2016, electronic testing was introduced that allowed attendees to take
the course examinations on a laptop

or tablet. The feedback from attendees was very positive and the WVDOH
has decided to make electronic testing
mandatory for the 2017 technician and
inspector courses. All attendees will
be required to have a laptop or tablet
available for the course examinations.
Beginning in January 2018, an individual must have the Asphalt Field and
Compaction Technician Certification in
order to test asphalt compaction.
Courses are open to all state employees, CAWV members and non-members. For more information about the
2017 CAWV/WVDOH technician and
inspector courses, visit the CAWV
website at www.cawv.org/events/
tech-schools/, or contact Pat McDonald at the CAWV at (304) 342-1166
or Terry Burns at the WVDOH at (304)
558-9883.

339 MacCorkle Ave. SW
South Charleston, WV 25303

304-343-7700 (Ext. 3039)

Fleet and Commercial vehicles.

We offer ‘Next Bay’ service to our BusinessLink customers.

DutchMillerDodge.com

WVDOH Specifications and 2017 Outlook
Part of Dynamic APAWV 36th Annual Fall Meeting
Members and guests of the Asphalt
Pavement Association of West Virginia
(APAWV) attended the 36th Annual Fall
Meeting at The Resort at Glade Springs
on October 6-9. The family oriented
program included a mix of business
sessions and social activities. Nearly
150 guests attended this year’s meeting.
Secretary of Transportation and Highways Commissioner Paul Mattox, Jr.,
WVDOH State Highway Engineer Greg
Bailey and Deputy State Highway Engineer Todd Rumbaugh kicked off the
Friday Business Session with remarks
covering the 2016 and 2017 highway
construction programs, WVDOH revenues and funding alternatives, the need
to continue and expand tolling on the
West Virginia Turnpike, the intent of
the agency’s new industry interaction
policy, use of Design-Build and Public Private Partnerships (P3) for project
delivery, updates on prequalification,
SiteManager, and other issues.
Mattox discussed the recent scrutiny
his agency has been under but told the
audience that the agency’s new industry
interaction policy that requires preapproval of meetings, including agendas
and attendance lists, was not meant to
have any impact on project level communication. The policy definitely is not
intended to impede communications
between contractors and highway rep22
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resentatives when issues arise on the
job site, he told APA members.
WVDOH revenues are dropping at an
alarming rate, Mattox said, pointing out
that the agency is receiving $75 million
less in gasoline taxes, $10 million less
in registration fees and $16 million less
in privilege / sales tax this year than in
2014. He said the agency is projecting
fuel tax revenue collections of $365 million in 2018 compared to $441 million in
2014, due primarily to CAFE standards
driving the move to higher mileage vehicles. Mattox discussed several different
revenue concepts being talked about
by different groups, including giving
the 24,000 miles of county roads back
to the counties with an option for local
infrastructure funding and taking advantage of low interest rates and selling
bonds to fund expansion projects. This
would capture the state more federal
aid dollars.
The secretary said the WVDOH had
to increase their paving program last
year to a record $335 million, as their
number one consumer complaint is
the condition of pavements. He noted
that while paving is down in 2016, it is
still the agency’s second largest paving
year. He said the department needs
to double their revenues to address
system needs, noting it’s a good time
to borrow money at low interest rates.
He suggested the need to increase the

Secretary of Transportation and Highways Commissioner Paul Mattox, Jr. updated members on
2016 and 2017 construction programs, WVDOH
revenues and funding alternatives and the need
to continue and expand turnpike tolling.

cap on GARVEE bonds from $200 million to one billion dollars. The impact
of inflation on the cost of construction
supports building projects sooner than
later, Mattox explained, by pointing out
that a $500 million project built in 2010
would cost $743 million today and will
cost an estimated $925 million in 2019.
Both Mattox and Bailey stressed the
need to keep tolls on the West Virginia
Turnpike and the benefit of increasing
tolls for use in funding additional expansion projects. Current tolls, which
expire in May of 2019, if not renewed,
would place an additional burden on

WVDOH State Highway Engineer Greg Bailey
thanked industry for their work and efforts, noting
the agency has seen a marked improvement in
pavements the last two years.

Deputy State Highway Engineer Todd Rumbaugh
highlighted efforts in rebuilding and recovery following June’s devastating flooding that caused
major damages to the state’s roads and bridges.

Dr. John Zaniewski, Asphalt Technology Professor,
WVU College of Engineering and Mineral Resources, provided members with a look at the state’s first
use of Pave-IR.

the WVDOH of $50 million annually for
turnpike capital projects and maintenance, Bailey said. The West Virginia
Parkways Authority can sell $200 million in bonds but needs the authority to
sell $1 billion.

a marked improvement in pavements
the last two years. He also echoed the
need for the WVDOH to have use of P3
and Design-Build for getting projects
delivered quickly.

the agency’s number one priority, expansion of I-64 in the Nitro area.

Mattox touched on the economic impact of the Route 35 construction project on which the prime contractor, Bizzack Construction, LLC of Lexington,
Kentucky, has 14 contractors working,
nine of which are West Virginia firms. All
six material suppliers are West Virginia
firms and 300 individuals are working
on the project.
Bailey thanked industry for their work
and efforts, noting the agency has seen

Bailey said the WVDOH will continue
emphasis on pavement preservation
and will continue evaluation of the various techniques by working toward
optimizing their use. Bailey said the
paving and bridge programs would be
a little smaller next year and the department will continue to leverage dollars
to support major expansion projects.
Expansion projects discussed included another section of Corridor H, I-70
upgrades, RHL Boulevard / Jefferson
Road project in Kanawha County and,

Rumbaugh also thanked industry for the
work they do, highlighting efforts in rebuilding and recovery following June’s
devastating flooding that caused nearly
$55 million in damages to the state’s
roads and bridges. The WVDOH pointed out that there will be a lot more flood
work to do.
Rumbaugh told members that the
agency is still working internally on potential changes to the contractor prequalification process. He encouraged
contractors to utilize the Q&A feature
of BidX to notify the WVDOH of any
project issues or questions, adding

We’re Moving The Earth For You!

SM

WV Contractor License # WV000228

D

o you require dependable, cost-effective excavation, grading,
utilities, retaining walls, ponds or reclamation work for your coal,
gas, commercial or industrial site? Vecellio & Grogan will “move the
earth” to get your project completed on time and within budget!
You can have 100% confidence in our work, even in difficult terrain or
conditions. Our private-sector customers get the same high level of
service and high-quality results as we’re known for in our decades
of heavy/highway, bridge and drainage construction work.
Since 1938 we’ve been building our reputation for providing outstanding results at a competitive price. It’s no wonder our operations
have become one of the nation’s top 400 contractors, with projects
throughout the Mid-Atlantic and Southeastern U.S. and beyond.
For industrial, commercial or energy site work, call Vecellio &
Grogan. We will move the earth for your successful project!

Vecellio
& Grogan, Inc.

www.VecellioGrogan.com

(304) 252-6575

SiteWork@VecellioGrogan.com

We’re experienced. We’re competitive. We’re Vecellio & Grogan.
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The Friday business session wrapped up with a
WVDOH construction, materials and pavements
update presented by WVDOH representatives
which highlighted the 2016 paving program

At the Saturday business session, members
participated in an interactive session on “Leadership—Paving the Way,” presented by Mark McMillion of McMillion Leadership Associates.

At the Saturday night event, attendees enjoyed
live music from the 50’s and 60’s performed by
Ryan Cain and the Ables.

Steve Humphreys of Highway Safety in Huntington welcomed members to the Sunday Prayer
Breakfast.

Pat Kee of Mountain State Insurance in Charleston
delivered the message of HOPE at Sunday’s Prayer
Breakfast.

that the Q&A exchange could become
part of the contract language at some
point, similar to P3 and DB projects.
The WVDOH will continue the use of Alternate Bidding on major projects and
others, according to Rumbaugh, noting
that they continue to evaluate the process. Rumbaugh notified industry that
beginning January 2017, contactors
would be required to submit their Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
utilization plan within five days of the
letting.

WVDOH director of Contract Administration, Ron Stanevich, director of
MCS&T Division, and Travis Walbeck,
pavement engineer, joined the others
for a Q&A session. The group responded to questions regarding use of PWL
specifications, pavement preservation
policies and practices, materials issues, concerns over some applications
of thin lift pavements and late season
paving, purchase order (PO) paving and
other topics.

with a WVDOH Construction Forecast
presented by Ryland Musick, director
of WVDOH’s Programming Division.
Musick discussed the planned and
actual expenditures this year for Interstate, APD, and federal-aid paving
and pavement preservation, as well as
state funded contract paving, WVDOH
paving and surface treatments, a combined program of approximately $267
million.

Approximately 30 contractors and consultants have signed up for access to
SiteManager, Rumbaugh said, adding
that the WVDOH continues the move
to paperless. He also said the WVDOH
likes the results they are getting from
use of the Percent Within Limits (PWL)
specification.
Regarding pavement
preservation, Rumbaugh said there is
no set funding for the program this year
and that the WVDOH is open to feedback as they gain more experience with
the various techniques. Rumbaugh
also said the department will be doing
more high friction surface treatment
work in select locations and is looking
at how they test skid aggregate properties.
Following these remarks, Jason Boyd,
24

The Saturday business session began with a
WVDOH Construction Forecast presented by Ryland Musick, director of WVDOH’s Programming
Division.
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The Friday business session concluded with a look at the state’s first use
of Pave-IR presented by Dr. John Zaniewski, Asphalt Technology Professor,
WVU College of Engineering and Mineral Resources. Pave-IR, a system utilizing infrared temperature scanning and
thermal profiling, Zaniewski explained,
can be used by the contractor as another tool for monitoring an important
aspect of quality control and for use
in training to demonstrate best paving
practices.
Friday’s agenda also included the APA
golf tournament and an evening reception and banquet with the featured entertainment being Glade Springs’ Fright
Night events.
The Saturday Business session began

Mark McMillion spoke on leadership at
the Saturday Business Session.
“As a leader in your companies, your
voice is always amplified,” he told
members. “This is why our communications should always be clear, tactful,
consistent and constant.”
McMillion, a native of Summersville,
went to West Point where he earned
a commission in the Field Artillery as
a second lieutenant. After service in
Germany, Norway, Oklahoma, Ohio,
New York, and Georgia, as well as two
combat tours in Iraq, he retired as a
lieutenant colonel in 2013. During his
career, he held a variety of positions,
including platoon leader, battery commander, battalion executive officer, assistant professor in the Department of
Behavioral Sciences and Leadership at

West Point and eventually a NATO exercise planner.
He stated leaders must understand
their partner’s perspective, regardless
of whether your partner is an employee,
coworker or an owner such as the West
Virginia Division of Highways.
“They are coming from a different place
than you,” McMillion stated. “Communication is a two-way street and, while
people use the same words, they may
have different meanings based on their
backgrounds. Your goal is to reach
a mutual understanding and treating
people with respect is the best way in
the long run to achieve this goal,” he
professed.
McMillion has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from West Point and a M.S. in Cognitive Systems Engineering from The
Ohio State University. After retiring, he
founded McMillion Leadership Associates to share his leadership experiences and learning with companies and
individuals.
He said that listening is crucial to the
success in communicating and said
watching for tone of people is the ‘gold
standard’ of listening.
“Use your eyes as well as your ears to
hear what they are saying,” McMillion
emphasized. “You can’t hear when
you’re talking, texting or emailing. You
must be present in the moment for
communication to be successful.”
He also discussed what leaders should
be communicating. He told contractors and suppliers attending the meeting that people can’t be held accountable if they don’t know what they are
supposed to do. Leaders must show
purpose and this must be done over
and over. Younger workers today ask
‘why’ they are supposed to do something while previous generations did
what they were told without questioning why.

While members attended meetings Saturday, the
kids took advantage of the APA’s “Kids Road to
Fun” program which offered arcade games, bowling, basketball, swimming, inflatables and pumpkin decorating.
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“You must communicate the purpose of
your organization and how your people
are part of the team,” McMillion offered.
“Communicate how their actions affect
the whole team. Then be prepared to
provide performance feedback. That

feedback can’t be just saying ‘fine’ or
‘wrong.’ People today want more than
a paycheck and they want to know how
they are doing and how their efforts fit
in to the bigger picture.”
McMillion said he believed this communication should be constant and
provided a template for providing positive feedback. His PARTS model for
compliments is:
 Praise – Tell ‘em they did great,
achieved excellence, blew you away,
etc.
 Action – tailor the praise to what
they did, not the team/company etc.
 Results – explain how their actions
impacted the big picture
 Timely – make it happen quickly so
they are easy to connect in time/ space
 Sincere – MEAN IT!
“Reinforce the good things your people
do,” McMillion concluded, “and provide them positive feedback on how
they can improve. Emotions are contagious.”
McMillion was selected as the keynote
speaker for the CAWV Young Contractors Forum Leadership Meeting held
during this year’s West Virginia Construction and Design EXPO in March.
An article by McMillion, titled “So You
Want to be a Leader,” was published
in the May / June 2016 issue of West
Virginia Construction News.
The business session wrapped up with
a WVDOH construction, materials and
pavements update presented by Boyd,
Stanevich and Walbeck. Highlighting
the 2016 paving program, panel members reported that the department had
awarded 220 paving projects to date
representing an investment of $153 million, including 12 PWL projects and one
9-year warranty project. Boyd went
into more detail on new requirements
for DBE participation plans, specifically the January 1, 2017 requirement for
submitting plans or evidence of good
faith efforts to the division no later than
five days after the bid opening. A revised Special Provision for DBE Utiliza-

tion is in development for use in 2017,
Boyd said, that will provide more information on these changes.
The WVDOH will be publishing a new
2017 Standard Specifications book
which, they said, will include the PWL
provision; a new milling specification
with provisions for regular, fine and micro milling; new asphalt binder grading
designations; and a revised Pavement
Markings Section. New Special Provisions being developed according to the
group include PCC Rubblizing, Ultra
Thin- Binder Type, Intelligent Compaction and Infrared Temperature Scanning.
The speakers addressed the issue of
Substantial Completion Date, noting
that the project must contain specific
contract language that supersedes the
contract language relative to a project
being deemed substantially complete.
West Virginia was the first state to upgrade to Project Bids according to
Boyd, who pointed out that the WVDOH
is moving next to use of digital signatures for use on contract signatures.
Boyd also encouraged contractors to
sign up for access to SiteManager-Citrix, which he added will be moving to
a web based program in the future. He
noted that the requirement for wet ink
signatures on change orders is going
away.

Walbeck provided a review of PWL
projects, district testing, mat lots tested and info on bond strength and joint
density testing. He also explained the
WVDOH’s intent to expand the use of
PWL onto some two lane roads on the
National Highway System (NHS) system, as a means of satisfying federal requirements for independent assurance
testing on the NHS system.
Stanevich said his division recommends continued use of warranty projects based on pavement ratings of the
first project completed five years ago.
Shortages of available skid aggregate,
efficient use of skid mixes and the goal
to move toward performance based
specifications for skid materials were
also topics discussed by WVDOH officials.
Stanevich told the audience that 449
individuals attended technician training at three different sites in 2016 and
54 participants took their exam online.
Stanevich said all eight certification exams will be available online next year.
He added that 121 were successfully certified in the new Asphalt Field
and Compaction Technician program.
Stanevich discussed the department’s
desire to move toward more and more
online training and testing with the goal
of reaching 100 percent with the exception of practical exams.

Boyd said the state still has approximately 300 flood sites remaining to
address from flood events in 2015 and
2016, which will translate into at least
125 contracts of various types in Districts 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 9.
While members attended meetings
Saturday, the kids took advantage of
the APA’s “Kids Road to Fun” program
which offered arcade games, bowling, basketball, swimming, inflatable’s
and pumpkin decorating. At the Saturday night event, attendees enjoyed
live music from the 50’s and 60’s performed by Ryan Cain and the Ables.
As is the case every year, APA concluded its meeting with a Sunday morning
Prayer Breakfast. Pat Kee of Mountain
State Insurance delivered the morning
message, “HOPE”. Kee discussed his
personal experience with flooding in
his hometown of Clendenin and the
Mountain Mission’s Project HOPE—
Helping our People Along the Elk. Kee
explained how HOPE partners provide
free drywall, subflooring, electrical
and insulation materials to homeowners impacted by flooding in Kanawha
County.
APAWV Chairman Matt Dittman of
Meadows Stone & Paving, Inc. in Gassaway was pleased with the Fall Meeting and said he looks forward to next
year’s meeting.

ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION OF WEST VIRGINIA
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS
Friday Business Breakfast
Appalachian Aggregates
Friday Golf Prizes
Martin Marietta Aggregates
Golf Tournament Items
Highway Safety, Inc.
Friday Evening Door Prizes
Boca Construction, Inc.
Highway Safety, Inc.
Meeker Equipment Company
Shamblin Stone, Inc.
West Virginia Paving, Inc.
Friday Evening Grand Door Prize
Mountain State Insurance Agency, Inc.

Children’s Door Prizes
Shamblin Stone, Inc.
Walker Machinery
West Virginia Paving, Inc.
Children’s Favors
Potesta & Associates, Inc.

Saturday Evening Reception
& Evening Refreshments
Highway Safety, Inc.
Saturday Evening Grand Door Prize
Kelly Paving, Inc.

Saturday Business Breakfast
Shamblin Stone, Inc.

Prayer Breakfast Mission Donors
Asphalt Pavement Association of WV
BrickStreet
Daniels Law Firm, PLLC
LOC Investment Advisers
Mid Atlantic Maintenance, Inc.
Mountain State Insurance Agency, Inc.

Saturday Children’s Program
West Virginia Paving, Inc.

Meeting Signs
SCE Signs

Friday Evening Chairman’s Reception
& Evening Refreshments
Marathon Petroleum Co., LP
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CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS

Central Contracting, Inc., St. Albans, is partnering with APCO for the construction of 60 miles of new high voltage transmission lines in Kanawha and Boone counties.
On the left, the company is building roads to the new towers near Kanawha State Forest. At right, Central Contracting is preparing the pads for towers located within
the City of Charleston.

 Appalachian Power Company (APCO) is working to improve
transmission systems and reliability in both Kanawha and Boone
County. The Charleston Area Improvements Project represents a
$110 million investment and includes the rebuilding of about 5
miles of transmission line, expanding two substations and building a
new segment of transmission line
and a new substation in the downtown area. The Boone County Area
Improvements Project represents
a $62 million investment and consists of rebuilding about 16 miles of
transmission line, building a substation and making upgrades to associated substations along the project
route. Central Contracting, Inc. of
St. Albans is partnering with APCO
for the construction of 60 miles of
new high voltage transmission lines
28
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in the Kanawha Valley to replace the
aging electric grid system. The project is expected to be complete by
2019…
 Construction of a $49 million
highway project that will widen a
two-lane, 4.5-mile stretch of U.S.
340 from the Virginia state line to the
new four-lane stretch of the highway south of Charles Town is projected to begin in late 2017 or early
2018. About 30 farm and business
owners, homeowners and others
recently attended a workshop and
public hearing hosted by federal
and state officials at Charles Town
City Hall on the project. The Federal
Highway Administration is contributing 80 percent of the cost for the
project, while the West Virginia Division of Highways will pay the rest.
Three large maps displayed the al-

ternatives under consideration, labeled 4, 4A and 4B, all of which require taking homes and businesses.
The project has been in the planning
stages since the late 1980s and has
gone through several false starts…
 A ribbon was recently cut in
Monongalia County opening the
new Bill Stewart exit off of Interstate 79 between Westover and
Star City. The $22 million interchange, exit 153, connecting the
University Town Centre to the West
Ridge Business Park was a plan on
paper a relatively short time ago. In
2013, the state legislature approved
a bill to create a tax increment sales
tax district (TIF) that would use revenues created from development
to pay down the bonds to finance
the project. The Monongalia County Ball Park was constructed along

CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
with a WVU Medicine facility with a
number of retail developments to
come. Another act by the legislature
named the exit after former WVU
football coach Bill Stewart who died
of a heart attack on May 21, 2012.
The interchange is expected to improve flow on that section of the
highway. Construction-design team
on the project was Mountaineer
Contractors, Inc. of Kingwood and
AECOM of Morgantown. Engineer
was Burgess & Niple, Inc. of Parkersburg…
 Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin signed
legislation, House Bill 201, which
he presented to the West Virginia
Legislature in a special session to
appropriate funds to cover West
Virginia’s share of costs associated
with the June 2016 flooding. The bill
provides $85 million – $55 million,

of which comes from the Rainy Day
Fund to cover the state’s share of
costs for individual and public damages, as well as long-term recovery
efforts. This includes the state’s estimated portion of $130 million to rebuild five schools – Herbert Hoover
High School, Clendenin Elementary School, Richwood High School,
Richwood Middle School and Summersville Middle School. The deadly
floods in June caused about $300
million in damages…
 A natural gas company is putting $1.5 million toward repairs
on a West Virginia road worn down
by traffic from the industry’s drilling
and fracking operations. The West
Virginia Division of Highways said
Antero Resources will make the
contribution for repairs to West Virginia Route 74 north of Pennsboro

in Ritchie County. Work began this
week on a $3 million project to fix
about 9 miles of State Route 74. The
project includes paving and repairs
that are expected to be finished in
November. The route is one of many
in northern West Virginia that can’t
withstand the increased volume and
weight of truck traffic for natural gas
extraction operations. Antero is
one of several companies using the
route…

A historic bridge made famous by a loyal beagle recently
met its end in Tyler County. The
steel truss bridge is featured in no
small part in the book series and
three movies about Shiloh, a lovable
dog who is adopted by Marty Preston, the story’s lead character. The
award-winning novels were written
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, who

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Classes Start January 17, 2017
Classes are from 5:30 PM to 8:15 PM, one evening per
week. Classes include Principles of Building Construction,
Printreading, Site Analysis and Development, Mechanical
and Electrical Systems (for Construction Managers), Intro
to Construction Management, Project Delivery, Construction
Estimating (Sage-Timberline) and BIM Management (Revit
2016 with Navisworks). Classes located at ATC South
Charleston Campus.

Apply Online Today

www.bridgevalley.edu

2001 Union Carbide Drive - South Charleston - 304-205-6600
619 2nd Avenue - Montgomery - 304-734-6600
Formerly Bridgemont and Kanawha Valley Community and Technical Colleges
Equal Opportunity • Affirmative Action Employer
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CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
described how an abused puppy
came into the little boy’s care. The
story takes place around the county
and mentions familiar locales such
as Friendly, Sistersville and Middlebourne on more than one occasion.
Children across the country have
read the book and have seen the
movies, and there is still a friendly beagle — who looks much like
Shiloh — living in a home near the
bridge. Although one can see the
old bridge spanning Middle Island
Creek in the movies, it is now history. Located beside the old steel
truss bridge, a new bridge connects
County Road 14 to both sides of the
creek and will serve many families
in the Shiloh community. Rehabilitation it was not economically feasible
according to the engineer in charge
of building the new bridge. The $2.3
million bridge building project be-
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gan earlier this year. Contractor on
the new bridge was Triton Construction, Inc. of Nitro…
 Poor conditions of state highways has led to a surge in claims
against the West Virginia Division
of Highways filed with the state
Court of Claims, creating a dramatic increase in the agency’s workload by more than 600 percent, a
legislative audit recently released.
Legislative auditors offered several
options to alleviate the problem –
including changing the law so that
the state would no longer reimburse
car owners for vehicle damage in
so-called “pot-hole claims. The audit found that the claims paid have
gone up significantly, particularly in
the past two years, from 175 paid
in 2010, to 1,290 in 2014, and up
to 1,404 in 2015.The audit did not

give total costs for the claims, but
in February, Clerk of the Court told
the Senate Finance Committee the
Court of Claims payment authorization bill (SB515) included a total
of $983,000 in payments for vehicle
damage claims...
 Construction has begun on
an Enterprise truck rental facility
at the site of the former Steak and
Ale restaurant on MacCorkle Avenue near the South Side Bridge in
Charleston. Crews broke ground in
September and the development
is slated for completion by late November or early December. This will
be the first Enterprise Truck Rental branch in the state…
 Kentucky-based Ramaco Development CEO Randall Atkins
recently announced plans for a

CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
Bizzack Construction, LLC is the
main contractor on the project. It
has 14 subcontractors and 10 of the
14 have offices in West Virginia, the
DOH said. Most of the current work
is focused on grading and draining.
There are also five bridges that have
to be constructed over the 14.6mile section. The work is scheduled
to be completed in 2018 with paving work scheduled for 2019…

 Progress is being made on
construction of a nearly 15-mile
stretch of U.S. Route 35 in Putnam and Mason counties, the last
section of that multi-state highway
to be converted to four-lanes. The
state Division of Highways recently reported the project employs
300 people who are working for
construction or consulting companies. Lexington, Kentucky-based

 The West Virginia Department
of Environmental Protection Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and
Reclamation recently put the Crany Mine Dump project in Wyoming
County out to bid. The project consists of the removal of debris, construction of support areas, maintenance of access roads, sediment
control, installation of drainage
control structures and revegetation

of disturbed areas. Engineer on the
project is Potesta & Associates,
Inc. of Charleston. Low bidder on
the project was Eastern Arrow
Corporation, Inc. of Charleston for
$1.5 million. Other bidders included Carpenter Reclamation, Inc. for
$1.9 million, Pineville Paving & Excavating of Pineville for $2 million,
Mountaineer Infrastructure, LLC for
$2.1 million and Aspen Corporation of Daniels for $2.2 million...
 The Morgantown Utility Board
recently accepted bids for a
Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements project. The project
includes the construction of a new
headworks building, splitter structure, effluent screening building,
pumping station and aeration tanks;
pump rehabilitation; landscaping;
paving; heating and AC work; paint-

S110914

$90 million investment to open two
mines in southern West Virginia,
employing up to 400 miners. The
Elk Creek Mine is located in parts
of Logan, Mingo and Wyoming
counties while the Berwind Mine is
in both McDowell County, WV and
Buchanan County, VA. Work is expected to begin first on Elk Creek’s
coal prep plant and locations will be
mining in 2017…

3329 Teays Valley Road, Hurricane WV • 304-377-3030 • tcollins@naisinc.com

Open Top Containers
Now Available for Rental
10yd – 20yd – 30yd – 40yd
Servicing the Tri-State Area
Construction – Commercial – Residential

Also Available
Vacuum Truck Services, Frac Tanks,
Hydro Blasting and Industrial Services
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CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
ing and finishing; electrical and controls work; demolition work; as well
as many other things. Low bidder
on the project was Ulliman Schutte
Construction, LLC of Roanoke, VA,
for $78 million, Kokosing Industrial,
Inc. of Westerville, OH, for $81million, Mascaro Contracting, L.P. of
Pittsburgh, PA, for $83 million and
Shook Construction Company of
Cleveland, OH for $93 million...

The Orgas Bridge design-build project in Boone County was recently bid. Low bidder on
the project was Paul’s Concrete,
Inc. of Barboursville for $1.4 million. Other bidders included Bush
and Burchette, Inc. of Allen, KY, for
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$1.5 million, Orders Construction
Company, Inc. of St. Albans for
$1.64 million, Triton Construction,
Inc. of Nitro for $1.67 million and
Rock Forge Bridge Co., LLC of
Kingwood for $1.7 million...
 The West Virginia Department
of Environmental Protection recently bid the Pups Creek Coals,
Inc. land reclamation project in
Raleigh County. Work includes site
prep, stormwater management, regrade and revegetation of disturbed
areas. Low bidder on the project
was Aspen Corporation of Daniels for $929,690. Other bidders included Carpenter Reclamation, Inc.
of Charleston for $1.07 million and

Pineville Paving & Excavating of
Pineville for $1.08 million…
 Three paving projects are currently underway in Lewis County
and one bridge is nearly complete. The contractor on the bridge
is Mountain State Bridge Company of Summersville at a cost of
$1,434,434.50. J. F. Allen Company of Buckhannon was the low
bidder for the three paving projects
throughout the county. Smith Run
Road is being resurfaced at a cost
of $144,280. Vadis Road is getting
a new coat of asphalt for $242,627,
and Churchville Road is being repaved for $321,354.

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
members and to get existing members more involved. We plan to discuss potential new initiatives with
the CAWV Membership and Public
Relations Committees.”

CAWV officers joined fellow AGC Chapter officers from around the country at this year’s AGC
National Chapter Leadership Conference held in Washington in September. CAWV Senior
Vice President Scott Pierson, right, is joined by wife, Sharon, and CAWV Vice President
Roger Thomas and wife, Lisa.

CAWV LEADERS MEET WITH
THEIR COUNTERPARTS TO
LEARN BEST PRACTICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Associated General Contractors (AGC) of
America leaders, including CAWV
Senior Vice President Scott Pierson, Pipe Plus, Inc., and CAWV Vice
President Roger Thomas, Kelly Paving, Inc., met in Washington, D.C.
September 25 -28 to discuss best
practices and to address AGC’s
top legislative issues. The annual AGC National Chapter Leadership Conference featured national

speakers and breakout sessions on
the industry’s and the association’s
pressing issues, including federal
initiatives for infrastructure investment, multi-employer pension plan
reform, membership development
and regulatory issues.
“Roger and I were able to learn what
AGC chapters around the country
are doing to recruit and retain membership,” said Senior Vice President
Pierson. “West Virginia is not the
only state struggling economically
and it was good to hear what associations are doing to attract new

AGC chapter leaders across the
country learned about how to keep
up and communicate with the workforce of tomorrow, state highway
funding solutions, how boards operate for peak performance and
LEAN construction methods. Guest
speakers included Bob Woodward
who, along with fellow reporter Carl
Bernstein, broke the Watergate
break-in story which lead to the
resignation of President Richard M.
Nixon. Woodward’s topic was “The
Age of the American Presidency.”
Chapter leaders also got a preview
of the November 8 election from Bill
Ellis, a Washington, D.C.-based political pundit who handicapped the
presidential race.
“It is always good to get a different
perspective on what other chapters
are doing for their members,” the
Senior Vice President said. “The
CAWV Board of Directors is always
looking for new programs and services for our members. It was good
meeting and talking with association officers from around the country.”
ARTBA ANNOUNCES 2016-2017
OFFICERS; JOHN BOYLE ELECTED CONTRACTORS DIVISION
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAWV Senior Vice President Scott Pierson, Pipe Plus, Inc., said it was good to hear what
AGC Chapters are doing to attract new members and to get existing members more involved.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The American Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) elected
2016-2017 officers during the association’s national convention,
held October 4-6 in Tucson. They
include: Chairman: David S. Zachry,
president and CEO, Zachry Corporation, San Antonio, TX; Senior Vice
President: Matt Cummings, executive vice president, AECOM, Phil-

RUN STRONG.

Want to run strong equipment?
Run Doosan.
Stop in and visit us today to learn more.
Authroized Doosan Dealer

State Equipment Inc.

Cross Lanes, WV
877.821.5322
www.stateequipment.com

Parkersburg, WV
877.821.5322

Doosan and the Doosan logo are registered trademarks of Doosan Corp.
in the United States and various other countries around the world.

Beaver, WV
877.821.5322

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
adelphia; First
Vice Chairman:
Bob Alger, president and CEO,
Lane Industries,
Cheshire, Conn;
Treasurer: Tom
Hill, president
and CEO, Summit Materials,
Boyle
Denver;
and
Secretary: Pete Ruane, president
and CEO, ARTBA, Washington, D.C.
In the Contractors Division, the new
president is Don Graul of Parsons
Construction Group, Denver, Colorado, and the first vice president
is John Boyle, president of CAWV
member Mountaineer Contractors,
Inc., Kingwood.
AGC PAC CONTRIBUTES TO
WEST VIRGINIA’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA -- The Associated General Contractors of
America’s political action committee, AGC PAC, has contributed to
the reelection campaigns of Representatives David McKinley and
Evan Jenkins. AGC supports them

Rep. Evan Jenkins (R-WV3) meets with CAWV President C.R. Neighborgall and Chad
Johnson at The Neighborgall Construction Company’s office in Huntington.

for their work on the five-year highway reauthorization bill, the FAST
Act, and their support on reigning in
the U.S. EPA’s Waters of the United
States (WOTUS) regulations. Rep.
McKinley was presented AGC’s
contribution during a visit to the
CAWV headquarters in Charleston
and CAWV President C.R. Neighborgall met with Rep. Jenkins at The

Rep. David McKinley, P.E. (R-WV1), right, meets with association officers at the CAWV’s
headquarters in Charleston. CAWV officers included (from left to right) Dick Smailes, FAMCO, Inc.; Tim George, CPA, Brown Edwards; and CAWV President C.R. Neighborgall, The
Neighborgall Construction Company.
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Neigbhorgall Construction Company’s office in Huntington.
AGC PAC is the nonpartisan political action committee sponsored
by AGC of America. It is registered
with the U.S. Federal Election Commission and allows eligible employees of AGC member companies to
pool personal, voluntary financial
contributions. The contributions are
used to support candidates running
for elective office who, regardless
of party affiliation, understand the
construction industry and the specific needs, interests, and concerns
of AGC member companies and
their employees.
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NEW MEMBERS
CONTRACTOR MEMBERSHIP
North Central Contracting
Heavy Highway, Utility, Industrial
200 Chapel Brook Drive
Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330
Phone: 304-848-9000
Fax: 304-848-6153
www.northcentralcontracting.com
Kevin Bealko, President
Stone Paving, Inc.
Heavy Highway, Asphalt Paving
P.O. Box 53
Reedsville, West Virginia 26547
Phone: 304-864-5955
Fax: 304-864-4052
rstonepaving@frontiernet.net
Rich Stone, President
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Regulatory Training Center
Safety Training, OSHA Compliance
120 3rd Avenue
South Charleston, WV 25303
Phone: 304-348-1346
Fax: 304-348-1349
www.rtc4safety.com
Charles Warner, CEO

Gray, Griffith & Mays, a.c.
Accounting and Consulting Services
707 Virginia Street East, Suite 400
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
Phone: 304-345-9400
Fax: 304-345-7258
kevin@ggmcpa.net
www.ggm@ggmcpa.net
Kevin Mann, Director
Garlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
Insurance
20 MacCorkle Avenue, SW
South Charleston, WV 25303
Phone: 304-347-8972
Fax: 304-347-8973
Philip@garlowinsurance.com
www.garlowinsurance.com
Philip Garlow, Owner

Netranom
Managed IT Services
2801 Virginia Avenue
Hurricane, West Virginia 25526
Phone: 304-562-4700
Fax: 304-562-0610
hgifford@netranom.com
www.netranom.com
Hannah Gifford
Scott Edwards, CEO
Aaron Anderson, COO

SCARY CREEK MATERIALS
Mike DeViese, General Manager

Gesner Insurance Agency, Inc.
Insurance, Bonds
526 6th Avenue
Huntington, West Virginia 25701
Phone: 304-525-6500
Fax: 304-525-6300
tgesner@gesnerinsurance.com
www.gesnerinsurance.com
Thomas Gesner, President

9 Orders Drive
Winfield, WV 25213
Cell (304) 552-8358
Office (304) 755-3636
Fax (304) 755-3637

miked@screekmaterials.com
38

September / October 2016

Construction Law
Industry Knowledge, Backed by Experience

Carl L. Fletcher, Jr.

Raj A. Shah

David K. Hendrickson

R. Scott Long

Gene W. Bailey

214 Capitol Street
Charleston, WV 25301
304-346-5500 Telephone
304-346-5515 Fax
info@handl.com

Hendrickson & Long is proud
to support the WV EXPO and the
professional construction industry. We
represent contractors, owners, lenders,
developers and design professionals in
construction law matters — including
competitive bid disputes, preparation and
negotiation of construction contracts, as
well as surety bond claims and public
contract law issues.

www.handl.com

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Our Quality
and Service
is Unmatched
Since 1978

Asphalt Planing
Micro Milling
Fine Milling
Excavation – Up to 16.5”
Bridge Deck Scarification
Type 2 Rumble Strips
Diamond Grinding & Grooving

Offering Fire Suppression
and Fire Alarm Services
P.O. Box 3108
3601 7th Avenue
Charleston, W.Va. 25331
(304) 744-5314
(800) 642-8598 US WATS
WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 001124

683 Hornbeck Road
Morgantown, W. Va. 26508-2472
(304) 296-7438
1221 Hedgesville Road
Martinsburg, W. Va. 25403
(304) 262-8103

BOCA Construction, Inc.
380 Eastpark Drive, Norwalk, Ohio 44857
Office (419) 668-5575, Fax (419) 663-0377
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Visit www.bocaconstructioninc.com
for more on our services, capabilities, and history

(304) 529-3328

Beckley – Lewisburg - Mill Point

Beckley
Lewisburg
- MillDelivery
Point
High
Quality–Products
and Timely
Commercial, Public, and Residential Projects

High Quality Products and Timely Delivery
Sales Office

Midland
West
Commercial,21071
Public,
andTrail
Residential
Projects
Lewisburg, WV 24901
1-800-269-5391
Sales Office

21071 Midland Trail West

SafetyLewisburg,
is our Family
Business!
WV 24901
1-800-269-5391

Safety is our Family Business!
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Fax No. (304) 529-3325

Famco, Inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
RICHARD C. SMAILES
BOX 1577
President
HUNTINGTON, WV 25716
WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000408

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Shamblin Stone, Inc.

Fast Courteous Service is our Business

Providing the following state
specification materials
• Sand
• AgLime
• Gravel
• Bedding Materials
• Salt
• Limestone/Rip Rap

Trucking & Barge Unloading
Ohio and Kanawha Rivers
USDOT 188865

WV Contractors License #WV041715

ICC MC 183455

Wilson Island, Dunbar, WV
Rt. 61, Marmet, WV
RT. 35-Scary Creek

Port Amherst, WV
Hugheston, WV
Robertsburg, WV

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 004152

304-766-7316/FAX 766-7325
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CELEBRATING 100+ YEARS

LICENSED
TO
www.greerindustries.com
MILL!

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Provi ding A Rock Solid Foundati on That Has Impacted
The Li ves Of Thousands Of People For 100+ Years!

Crushed Stone  Asphaltic Concrete
Asphalt & concrete planing, profiling
Greer
Plant:
and Limestone
deck scarification

304-296-2549

DONEGAL

Route 7, Southeast of Morgantown

(304) 592-2083
(800) 564-1413
(304) 592-3920 FAX

Clarksburg Distribution Yard:
304-842-5931
2399 Benedum Drive, Bridgeport

Construction Corporation
Pebble Lime  Hydrated Lime  Rockdust 
1-800-864-4206
Crushed, Glass & Chemical Stone
1235
Marguerite
Lake304-567-3001
Road
Greer Lime
Plant:
Greensburg,
RoutePennsylvania
33, Riverton 15601

Sales Office: 304-296-1751
Canyon Road,LICENSE
Morgantown
WV CONTRACTORS
WV025398

Maynard C. Smith Construction Company, Inc.

www.greerindustries.com
Providing The Rock Solid Foundation That Has Impacted The
Lives Of Thousands Of People For 100 Years!

Crushed Stone  Asphaltic Concrete

Greer Limestone Plant:
304-296-2549

Route 7, Southeast of Morgantown

Scary Creek Stone Yard:
304-755-2809
9 Orders Drive, Winfield

Pebble Lime  Hydrated Lime  Rockdust 
Crushed, Glass & Chemical Stone

Greer Lime Plant: 304-567-3001
Route 33, Riverton

Sales Office: 304-296-1751
Canyon Road, Morgantown

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
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mcsconstructionwv.com

304.925.3190

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Engineers and Environmental
Consultants

Martin Marietta Aggregates
Charleston, WV
(304) 342-1400

Morgantown, WV
(304) 225-2245

Branches:

Winchester, VA
(540) 450-0180

Burning Spring Mine
(Parkersburg-Rt.
50)
Roadway Design
Surveying
& Mapping
Site Development
Stormwater
Charleston
Landfills & Solid Waste
Remediation
Institute
Oil & Gas Consulting
Health & Safety
Manheim (Clarksburg-Grafton)
Construction Monitoring
Permitting
New Martinsville
Parkersburg
Ravenswood
St. Marys
Apple Grove, OH
Wheeling/Martins Ferry, OH

6819 MacCorkle Avenue • St Albans, WV
M-F 7:30-5:00 PM / Sat. 9:00-12:00 PM

(304) 727-5549

www.oliverfuels.com

LIMESTONE • SAND • GRAVEL
BY TRUCK, BARGE OR RAIL
300 Star Avenue, Suite 312
Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 485-7341
Charleston (304) 343-4571

www.potesta.com
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
S M H Construction Co., Inc.

P.O. Box 1912
Beckley, West Virginia 25802-1912
Sumith P. Hapuarachy
Residence: 304/253-7610
President
Office: 304/877-6451
WV 000572

www.smhconstructiongroup.com

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
S M H Construction Co., Inc.

P.O. Box 1912
Beckley, West Virginia 25802-1912
Sumith P. Hapuarachy
Residence: 304/253-7610
President
Office: 304/877-6451
WV 000572

www.smhconstructiongroup.com

www.TRCSolutions.com

David E. Clevenger, P.E.
One Kenton Drive, Suite 200
Northgate Business Park
Charleston, WV 25311-1256
Voice (304) 346-2599
FAX (304) 346-2591

T EAYS
R IVER
C ONSTRUCTION
MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 429
Institute, WV 25112-0429
Phone: (304) 776-0448

LOCATION:
575 New Golf Mountain Road
David
E. Lanes,
Clevenger,
Cross
WV P.E.
25313
One Kenton
200
Fax:Drive,
(304) Suite
776-0451
Northgate Business Park

Contractors License Charleston,
#WV006833WV 25311-1256

www.TRCSolutions.com

Voice (304) 346-2599
FAX (304) 346-2591

T EAYS
R IVER
C ONSTRUCTION

Show your
support for the construction industry
MAILING
ADDRESS:
LOCATION:
an official DMV-issued
“Hard
Work”Road
P.O.with
Box 429
575 New
Golfat
Mountain
license
plate. Visit www.cawv.org
Institute, WV
25112-0429
Cross Lanes, WV 25313
Phone: (304) 776-0448
Fax: (304) 776-0451
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Contractors License #WV006833

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
PROFESSIONAL
PROFESSIONAL
PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
DIRECTORY
DIRECTORY

FULL SERVICE A/E FIRM OFFERING:
Civil | Architecture | Environmental | Site | Construction Services

• Surveying
• Materials Testing

• AMRL Certified Laboratories in
Bridgeport & Beckley

Call us today at 304-624-4108
WV Owned and
Operated since 1983

http://www.thrashereng.com

SERVING
WESTSERVING
VIRGINIA

WEST
VIRGINIA
SERVING
WEST
VIRGINIA
SERVING
WEST VIRGINIA

ROOFING & SHEET METAL COMPANY

ROOFING
& -SHEET
METAL
COMPANY
Sheet Metal
HVAC Design
- Roofing
ROOFING
&
SHEET
METAL
COMPANY
SheetService
Metal
- -HVAC
Design
- Roofing
HVAC
Shop
Fabrication
Sheet
Metal
- HVAC
Design
- Roofing
ROOFING
&
SHEET
METAL
COMPANY
HVAC
Service
- Shop
Fabrication

HVAC
Service
- Shop
Fabrication
Metal
- HVAC
Design
- Roofing
Parkersburg Sheet
Morgantown
ParkersburgHVAC Service - Shop Fabrication Morgantown
304-485-6593
304-328-5244
Parkersburg
Morgantown
304-485-6593
304-328-5244
304-485-6593
304-328-5244
Parkersburg
Morgantown
Charleston
Cumberland,
MD
Charleston
Cumberland,
MD
304-485-6593
304-328-5244
304-755-8135
304-738-0502
Charleston
Cumberland,
MD
304-755-8135
304-738-0502
304-755-8135
304-738-0502
CharlestonWV CONTRACTORS
Cumberland,
MD
LICENSE:
WVWV
000104
WV CONTRACTORS
LICENSE:
000104
304-755-8135WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000104304-738-0502
WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000104
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